
We mourn the passing of our colleague and friend, Danny Mulholland, who
passed away on November 16, 2025. Learn more about his lasting impact in his
obituary.

It is with profound sadness that FormanWatkins announces the passing of Daniel “Danny” J. Mulholland, a distinguished

partner whose grit and intelligence helped shape our Firm and left an indelible mark on the legal profession.

“We are heartbroken. Danny brought intensity and mastery to our work.  He was a fierce and loyal partner and friend

who will be deeply missed,” said Tanya Ellis, Partner at FormanWatkins. “For those of us privileged to work with him

and learn from him, his intentionality, his unwavering work ethic, his integrity, and his genuine friendship shaped our

careers and our lives.”

Throughout his distinguished career, Danny represented companies in high-stakes matters across the country,

including complex mass torts, MDLs, class actions, commercial disputes, professional liability cases, and insurance

coverage matters. His exceptional work garnered national recognition – most notably, his work exposing fraud in In Re

 Silica Prods. Liab. Litig. (MDL No. 1553) earned him a prominent spot above the fold in the Sunday edition of The New

York Times, a remarkable career achievement.  Danny’s cases and contributions were also covered in The Wall Street

Journal, Fortune, NPR, The National Law Journal, Corporate Counsel, and Reader’s Digest.

“Very few lawyers have been featured on the front page of The New York Times for groundbreaking legal work,” said

Win Gault, Partner at FormanWatkins. “Danny was one of them.”
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Danny graduated first in his class from Ole Miss Law School and joined the Firm as its first associate. His strategic

approach, combined with a commitment to excellence, made him a formidable advocate for his clients. In rooms of

outstanding lawyers, Danny was often the smartest – yet he believed deeply that doing exceptional work on behalf of

others was simply the right thing to do, a principle that guided every case he touched.

“Danny and I worked together every day for the last seven years, and I have never been around anyone who took as

much joy as he did in being a lawyer,” said Joel Fyke, Partner at FormanWatkins. “Danny had a remarkable ability to

synthesize information, build a persuasive narrative, and, in his words, ‘see around corners’ in litigation. I’m thankful for

all the time I was able to spend with him, and I will miss him terribly.”

Danny’s legacy will continue to inspire us. We extend our deepest condolences to his family, friends, and all who had the

privilege of knowing and collaborating with him.

Education
University of Mississippi School of Law, J.D., magna cum laude

University of Mississippi, B.A., summa cum laude

Bar Admissions
Mississippi, 1985

Michigan, 2008

Arkansas, 2016

Louisiana, 2019

Important Litigation Involvement
Forman Watkins & Krutz was presented with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Institute for Legal Reforms 2010
Award for Outstanding Organization. The Chamber recognized Forman Watkins' ongoing work to expose
screening fraud in mass tort cases nationwide. These efforts included Mr. Mulholland's work on the
Defendants' Steering Committee in the federal silica MDL, which produced the historical 2005 decision by
Judge Janis Jack leading to the dismissal of more than 20,000 silica claims based on fraudulent action by
plaintiffs and their attorneys (In Re Silica Products Liab. Litig., 398 F.Supp.2d 563); and Mr. Mulholland's
service as lead trial counsel in a federal court (Illinois Central Railroad vs. Willie R. Harried, Warren Turner, Jr.,
William S. Guy, and Thomas Brock) resulting in a jury verdict finding asbestos plaintiffs' attorneys William Guy
and Thomas Brock committed fraud in the filing of asbestos lawsuits. This litigation was widely reported in the
national media, including The New York Times, Fortune Magazine, NPR, The Wall Street Journal, the National
Law Journal, Corporate Counsel, and Reader's Digest.

Successfully arbitrated a national forest products company's multi-million dollar construction dispute with a
contractor arising out of two large scale plant expansion projects in Alabama and Arkansas. The disputes
involved warranty, contract, and payment claims.  The first arbitration resulted in an award of damages and
attorney fees for the company, and a rejection of  the contractor's claims for payment. This victory resulted in
an also immediate resolution of the second arbitration.
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Represented three professional medical associations in the Orthopedic Bone Screw Litigation MDL in
Philadelphia.

Represented defendants in Stacey Pickering, in his capacity as Auditor for the State of Mississippi vs. The
Langston Law Firm, Joseph C. Langston, Timothy R. Balducci and the State of Mississippi; Civil Action No. 251-
07-1258CIV. The Mississippi Auditor sued our clients, seeking the return of $14,000,000 in attorneys' fees
that our clients earned for successfully prosecuting a lawsuit on behalf of the State of Mississippi against MCI.
That settlement resulted in MCI paying the State of Mississippi over $100,000,000. After a hard fought battle,
our clients won a summary judgment.

Represented TIN, Inc., a subsidiary of International Paper Company and operator of the Bogalusa, Louisiana
Paper Mill in connection with property damage and personal injury actions by hundreds of plaintiffs in
Louisiana and Mississippi state and federal courts. These actions arose out of an August 11, 2011 spill from the
Bogalusa, Louisiana paper mill into the Pearl River, which depleted oxygen levels in the river and resulted in a
significant fish kill. Cumulatively, plaintiffs sought tens of millions of dollars in damages. After a year of intense
litigation, the parties reached a class action settlement.

Represented TIN, Inc., a subsidiary of International Paper Company, in connection with a lawsuit filed by the
District Attorney for Washington Parish, Louisiana, arising out of an August 2011 incident in which TIN's
Bogalusa Paper Mill released weak black liquor into the Pearl River, resulting in a significant fish kill. The
District Attorneys lawsuit sought to impose civil penalties in excess of $250 million on TIN for the fish kill. TIN
requested that the District Attorney's case be dismissed on the basis that TIN had settled the civil penalties
claim with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. The trial court refused that request and
declared the LDWF-TIN settlement to be void. Forman Watkins filed a successful interlocutory appeal of the
trial court ruling to the Louisiana First Circuit Court of Appeal. The First Circuit reversed the trial court and
dismissed the District Attorneys lawsuit with prejudice. The District Attorney appealed the First Circuit's
judgment to the Louisiana Supreme Court, and Forman Watkins opposed the appeal. The Louisiana Supreme
Court affirmed the First Circuits dismissal of the District Attorney's lawsuit.

Currently representing Google Inc. in Mississippi federal court and the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals in an
action in which Google was granted injunctive relief against the Mississippi Attorney General

Professional Recognition
Selected to Mid-South Super Lawyers (2023-2025)

The Best Lawyers in America® (2010-2026): Mass Tort Litigation/Class Actions – Defendants, Personal
Injury Litigation - Defendants, Product Liability Litigation - Defendants

Martindale-Hubbell DistinguishedSM Peer Review Rating



 

Organization/Committee Memberships
The Mississippi Bar

American Bar Association

State Bar of Michigan

Speaking Engagements
Fraud in Mass Tort Claim: Verdict Against Plaintiffs' Lawyers in Asbestos Suit Reveals How Defendants Can
Fight Back - Webcast Co-Host, April 7, 2010

U.S. Chamber Institute for Legal Reform's 11th Annual Legal Reform Summit held on October 27, 2010 -
Objection!

Focusing on Fraud and Abuse in Litigation, Panelist

National Asbestos Conference: Litigation and Trial of MDL Asbestos Claims in Federal Court, February 25,
2011 - Discovery Issues: Bankruptcy Trusts, Transparency Issues and MDL 875

Law School Honors & Awards
Dean Robert J. Farley Award for Highest Scholastic Average in Law School Class

Mississippi Law Journal, Editorial Board Member

Phi Delta Phi

Other Office Location
Detroit, Michigan
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Asbestos

Class Actions

Hearing Loss

Insurance Coverage & Bad Faith Defense

Silica

Bankruptcy Trust Transparency/Counsel

Appellate

Commercial Litigation

Mass Tort Fraud

Product Liability

Professional Liability

Personal Injury
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